NRTF Conference 19th – 21st July 2005
Touring Scheme News
NORTH
Highlights - Pennines

Barbara Slack

Highlight for us this year was getting our RFO status.  Future plans: to develop an annual Contemporary Crafts programme.  

Cheshire’s Rural Touring Network

Carolyn Murray and Claire Smith

CRTN & Panda Company mentoring scheme – A pilot initiative with Panda the Gtr Manchester theatre development agency, to support a burgeoning company interested in breaking into rural touring. The first recipients are Boojum Theatre Co. touring new play ‘Garden of the heart’ by Crystal Stewart. This was showcased at the annual Promoters Day which resulted in four network bookings.

Mini Network - a partnership with Surestart Cheshire and the Cheshire Community Council working with nine early years rural clusters. Offering performance and associated participatory activities including story sacks, sculpture workshops, staff training.

Forthcoming work with Wear Purple over 55’s project including trips to see rural performances and a cross generational workshop with Black Umfolosi. 
Elements Touring Scheme – County Durham
Hannah Bibby

Our future plans include expanding the touring programme onto mobile library buses to extend the programme further and promote the use of mobile libraries too!!!
Spot On Lancashire

Sue Robinson

Last year  Spot On ran a huge youth arts project which involved commission Blaize Theatre to produce new work and work with 100 young people across the county.  The show was fabulous and the young people enjoyed the opportunity to work with professional artists. CD ROM report available.

West Cumbria Touring Scheme

Peter Tyas

On the 5th of August we will kick off our year with African Drumming by Kakatsitsi, a community drumming project and performance. We will have the world premier of ‘Only Available in Carlisle’ in October in conjuncture with Theatre by the Lake, performed for two nights in Egremont. We will have residencies by Subitango, the Classic Buskers and a youth theatre project ‘Wrestling with Shakespeare’ with Anton Hecht. We will also be working with Shoreline Film Productions to tour international and independent film.
Yorkshire
On Tour North Yorkshire

Ellen Thorpe

The On Tour scheme serves promoters throughout North Yorkshire (except the Richmondshire district).  It has been running for ten years and continues to attract new village halls venues to join the circuit.  The programme enables professional performers - from live theatre, dance and music, to storytelling, comedy and puppetry - to perform in a variety of halls of all shapes and sizes.   The scheme aims to improve access to cultural opportunities within the rural communities of North Yorkshire.  In spring 2005 On Tour had the highly entertaining Hank Wangford & Reg Meuross and also Beverley Davidson's Classic Cabaret; Blaize with On Pendle Hill, a play commissioned in 2004 by Spot On; Circus Berzercus with Komedy of Errors was a great hit with family audiences; Indigo Moon, a puppet company presented The Worm that Squirmed and a new dance company, (Artistic Director, Donald Edward x Phoenix, x RJC) Ruff Cut presented So Many Ways.  All were excellent and we received good feedback from promoters.  We are looking forward this autumn to welcoming Quondam Theatre Company's Black Diamonds by the late Julia Darling and comedy theatre with Fiona Knowles in MsFits Theatre's The Good The Bad & The Botoxed; Dance and music shows with Ira Bernstein & Riley Baugus, Appalachian Roots, a dynamic mix of traditional dance, song, and instrumental music from the southern Appalachian region of the United States, and home grown talent with the Doghouse Skiffle Group.  For children, Waggish Raddish Puppet Theatre from Bulgaria with King Ethelbert and the Happy Scamp and for the family audience Dominic Holland, stand-up comedian, scriptwriter and writer and The Grand Theatre of Lemming’s Festive Frolics to bring cheer in December.

CHAMP Live
Gill Vickers

Write me a short paragraph about your highlights, exciting projects and future plans

Highlights of the past year would have to include Hatstand Opera touring into our region – made possible through an NRTF Esmee Fairbairn grant – and particularly their magical performance in the packed church at Burton upon Stather.  Great performances and workshops from multi story, Blaize and a tour de force from Fiona Knowles from the MsFits – in The Good, the Bad and the Botoxed.  

Exciting news, CHAMPLIVE will cover not only North but also North East Lincolnshire region for Autumn 05 and Spring 06 and is offering a diverse,internationally flavoured programme for the autumn including Irish harpist Maire ni Chathasiagh with guitarist Chris Newman, French theatre co  Theatre Transformations and Colombian dancer Tanya Cusan Espinosa.
MIDLANDS 

Arts Alive – Shropshire and Herefordshire 

Sian Kerry

‘Globally Local’ Project currently under consideration for funding from different bodies : will tour culturally diverse product which will be selected and hosted by local people who have heritage from that culture. Project includes workshops, performances and cultural feasting. 
Centre Stage – Leicestershire and Rutland
Claire Western

As part of the Centre Stage scheme in Leicestershire and Rutland, the highlight for me here in very rural, sleepy little Rutland has been the growing number of local promoters and the high level of customer satisfaction, which is all down to Artservice and more especially Sue Roberts. Centre Stage is such a good advocacy  tool  for the arts with Councillors (and may indeed be one of the main reasons I still have a job!).

I won’t duplicate on projects and plans for Centre Stage as Mick Fattorini is attending the conference and will be elaborating on those on behalf of the scheme. However, although not in the end directly linked to Centre Stage, I would like to mention our Young Promoters Scheme (in its second year and boy has it been a steep learning curve!) as both a highlight and future plan!  Suffice it to say that having just had a group of Young People promoting a top line up of comedians with expert advice and support, and having had the most successful night ever, my future plans will be working out a way to work with Young People on promotion, because without the next generation of promoters, we're stuffed!     
 Artservice: Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire (East Midlands)
 Sue Roberts

The three schemes of Lincolnshire Rural and Community Touring Scheme, Nottinghamshire's Village Ventures and Leicestershire and Rutland's Centre Stage continue to thrive individually with particular successes taking place in each scheme and for a range of different venues and promoting groups. Approximately, 200 promoters, over the 3 schemes, promote a plethora of work across all the performing arts including a range of national touring work and importantly cultural diversity (including State of Emergency Dance Co, Zimbabwean Siyaya, Multi Cultural Boka Halat, World dance and Music Flying Gorillas, Samudra from India) and international tours (including Mtiebi Georgian Choir, Canadian Greek musicians - Pavlo Quartet, Nils Ling, Ira Bernstein & Riley Baugus, Northern Harmony, Jaleo Flamenco, Caratinga).  Artservice programmes approximately 500 shows a year across these three East Midlands Schemes; this year, we have invested considerable support for local and regional companies, and performers, and this will continue.  Creative programming and "commissions" is an ongoing live feature of the programming work particularly in music - jazz and world music.  We shall continue to develop our fairly extensive cultural diversity profile which has always been an integral part of mainstream programming.

 

Shindig - Worcestershire
 Sue Roberts

Sue Roberts (Artservice) is the co-coordinator of the new Worcestershire rural and community touring scheme - Shindig - and in its first year (2004/5) 38 new promoters hosted over 60 shows!  We have scheduled 68 shows in the 2005/6 autumn/winter season, with a new spring programme due out in September: the Shindig scheme is flying!  Promoters have taken to the scheme as ducks to water and there is a surge of new promoters wanting to join.  The same programming policy of quality, exceptionality, creative programming, diversity and international work applies to the Shindig scheme and already audiences in Worcestershire are experiencing some simply amazing shows on their doorstep and are telling us how important the scheme is to their communities.
Northamptonshire Touring Arts

Al Holloway

We’re nearing completion of a 3 Year ACE funded project with young people working in UK, Poland and Italy on Grotowski style of theatre. Future work: poetry for young people to tie in with Black History month, partnership with NTT on young comedians project. Developing a hip-hop/morris dancing fusion project; a nonlinear, semi-improvised play created online called HyperPlay, researching a dance project for Early Years and Primary students.

EAST

Essex on Tour

Belinda Farrell

Thanks to three-year development funding from Grants for the Arts, Essex on Tour has just started a pilot Young Promoters Scheme in four schools in the county over the next year.  It’s enormously exciting and we’ve had the first three seminars in one school who are having I Am A Viking by Gonzo Moose in October.  

I’m also about to start interviewing for an assistant (9 hours a week!) to start in September hopefully and take over some of the admin as well as setting up lovely, efficient systems. 
Creative Arts East – Norfolk and Suffolk
Nicky Stainton
Highlights of the past year - Craft Connections, our LEADER+ funded visual arts project, which started last autumn with the awarding of bursaries to 6 Norfolk artists to work with traditional craftspeople to create new work, continued with four business advice seminars for 30
local artists and craftspeople who went on to establish their own networking and support group, and culminated in a 25 date tour of the Craft Connections exhibition to 10 arts and community venues across the county and loads of local (and national) publicity. 

Ian McMillan's Big Family Show, our first live literature event on the touring scheme, which thanks to Esmee Fairbairn Foundation involved children and their families in workshops and performances. Lots of great kids shows, 200 people came to a wonderful performance by Afrobeat Gbedu, and Sheena Davis was incredibly popular.  Future plans include touring cinema, to start in the autumn; a new visual arts project which will link Norfolk with the Isle of Wight (IoW Arts Unit) and North Devon (Beaford Arts); and an ever-growing youth arts programme. And, of course, next year's NRTF conference, which we will be hosting in Norfolk!

SOUTH

Villages in Action - Devon 
Gillian Webster

Digital Express, the second incarnation of Villages in Action digital arts youth project, has been so tremendously successful that we spent all the workshop budget for this year by the end of April! We are now planning and fund raising for the third incarnation, Digital Expressions, which will hopefully kick off in the autumn 2005. Successful projects have included young people making a video film asking for a shelter of their own – which they got built by the parish council; DJ skills courses leading to an accreditation; a screen play about the dangers of drugs, devised, filmed and performed by the young people, and a lot of uptake from special needs groups in the community.

Applause – Kent
Dawn Badland

Applause is now based at Trinity, a well attended and exciting arts venue in Tunbridge Wells. We are already seeing benefits of this new union, and intend to tour a Trinity, ‘Bitesize’ production during next years spring season. We are also in the process of developing a new, three-year plan for the future of the scheme. We hope that new developments may include further project & partnership working and an extension of the scheme beyond West Kent.

Oxfordshire Rural and Community Touring Scheme

Nicola Riley

Starting to work with other touring schemes in the County to create a bigger and better scheme that might also be able to handle some commissioning and with the possibility of being independent in time.  A fantastic promoters night to launch a great new menu for the Autumn and personally seeing Steve Harley up close at the Cornbury Festival...yummy.

Full House - Oxfordshire

Heather McCulloch

This year sees us making a first step to unifying the scheme in Oxfordshire. Its early days but best of all it’s a great excuse to work with our friends & colleagues across the County and pinch their best ideas!

Razzle - Gloucestershire
Sue Gawlor

RAZZLE have had a busy year and have included Asian Arts Workshops ( funded by Esmee Fairburn Trust) in our programme. We have just been granted 2 year funding for a Development Worker to help us. I believe we are the only Rural Touring group to be run by volunteers. Sorry we can not be at the Conference - we wish it well.
West Sussex County Council

Karen Howard

I have only been in post since February and been impressed with the vision and passion from many of the touring companies and artists I have met. 

There are a couple of projects I am particularly excited about; one is called Dialog which is a collaborative project between 3 rural communities in West Sussex,  with a youth Arts initiative Gravity, Youth Dance and the New World Music Promoter Roots Around the World –working with young people from 13 -16 years and the Icelandic Band Steintryggur. 

Another project entitled Poems and Puddings drawing on 4 main themes, Landscape, heritage, Food and Literature. A year long project working across the county of WS celebrating the cultural richness of the landscape and those who live here. 

A touring infrastructure in WS is only being developed this year and although it is a challenge to establish long term partnerships with the village halls and rural venues across the county, the idea of a long term and sustainable rural initiative is a very inspiring process.    
Hog the Limelight – Hampshire

Nadine Fry

One of the areas we are looking at is getting together a network of artists (jewellery makers, animation workshop leaders, etc) to possibly put work on application to ACE for "mobile workshops" (they have made encouraging noises), so that artists can visit venues with appropriate equipment. Just an idea at the moment
Arts Away Isle of Wight

Hannah Birks

The IW Council have got funding to carry on Arts Away rural touring on the Island for two more seasons. We are also getting calls from more villages who want to be part of the scheme. Through the rural arts work on the Island we are part of a joint bid being lead by Creative Arts East to do a project which will involve a touring exhibition to rural venues. This has long been an aspiration of Arts Away. The last three company tours we had (9 performances) were all virtually sold out!

Artsreach - Dorset

Rachel Hargreaves

YOUR CALL, research into working with 11-18 year olds in rural Dorset.  

Artsreach is exploring extending its work with children into providing creative activities for 11-18 year olds living in rural Dorset.

YOUR CALL involved research amongst young people living in rural Dorset, via a YOUR CALL leaflet,  to assess the  desire / need for creative activities amongst this age group, and a pilot scheme of work in a rural community. 

The YOUR CALL pilot took place in Charlton Down, where  young people in the community were involved in a consultation process, choosing what they wanted to do. 

The pilot resulted in two weekends of workshops, one in film making and one in music production, working with professional artists to produce a DVD and CD of their own work. The pilot culminated in a premiere evening, with screening the films created and live performances  by some of the young people.

Following the success of the pilot, and a positive response to the research, we are hoping to apply for further funding to develop work with this age group in the future, in partnership with other arts bodies in the county.

Yvonne Gallimore

Self-Centred visual arts residency and touring exhibition: 

Artist, Tom Weld, is currently running residency work with four community groups, including young people excluded from school and the physically disabled, using the visual arts to explor the themes of body image and identity.

The work created by participants will be brought together in a specially commissioned artist's book to be created by Catherine Batten.

The Self-Centred residency will lead in to a visual art exhibition touring venues in rural Dorset in Spring 2006. This exhibition will focus on the the body and identity, and will feature exciting contemporary work by artists from across the country.  

Ian Scott

Project development and performances recently came together at a stunning and very moving concert held at the historic church of St George's on Portland, when writers and singers from the 'island' came together for the culminating event of the first part of  'Island Voices', part of the S.W. Region's Esmee Fairbairn supported 'Tide & Time' project. The project reached deep into the community resident on Portland, including some of those held at Her Majesty's pleasure, and us 'Kimberlins' who visited for the performance learnt a lot about how Portland views the rest of the world, ........and itself.

 Really looking forward to the second phase of this project when it moves to the 'isle' of Purbeck later this year, and the possibility of the two groups coming together, & even of taking the performances further West......

Third Space - Kent
Emma Lloyd 

Third Space is the producing and venue development initiative for the South east.  In our first year, we have identified nineteen communities in Surrey and East and West Sussex.  Uniquely, Third Space is producing and curating new programmes of work that spring from the region.  This summer, cartoon De Salvo are making a new piece set on allotment.  In autumn, five new pieces are being made including Pursued by a bear’s African story telling project and Stop GAP’s integrated dance piece for village halls.  In the Spring, four productions tour to village halls including ‘Ghost River’ from Alberta in Canada and Linda Marlow with her one women show based on Tennesse Williams which is currently on broad way prior to a tour of halls in Sussex and Surrey.

Finally, we are hosting a conference on Arts and Suburbia and developing projects to renew and enrich the amateur sector.

Alive and Reel - Bedfordshire
Hilary Western

Alive and Reel has completed a successful pilot project and is now embarking on an interim year, as not all local authorities want to sign up for a county-wide scheme. The work will go forward in Mid and South Bedfordshire for now. Penny Earey has been signed up as a temporary co-ordinator to create a menu and liaise with promoters and artists.

It is hoped to make a bid early in 2006 for 3 year funding for the continuation of the scheme.  The intention is for the Reel side of things to be self-funding and for the Alive part to become more or less self funding after this time.

Take Art - Somerset
Sarah Peterkin

Take Art has had a great 12 months since the last time we met at the NRTF conference in Wiltshire.  Sarah continues to run the touring scheme and is looking forward to some exciting forthcoming tours with the Jiving Lindy Hoppers, StopGAP Dance and Spike Theatre to name but a few.   Other colleagues in the Take Art office are developing some wonderful projects outside of the touring scheme – Ralph is mid-way through a NFYM 2-year project, Breaking the Sound Barrier, bringing World Musicians into Somerset and is shortly to start a residency with the Jaipur Kawa Brass Band.  Chris is currently working on Soundings, a Play for Somerset, due to tour in Spring 2006 and is also organizing a first showcase of  Somerset based performance companies at Merlin Theatre, Frome this September.  He and Rachelle have also organized some wonderful residencies with dance companies such as Scottish Dance Theatre, Hip-Hop Collective, The Kosh, Maresa van Stockert and many more!  Gina is researching a new project, Lullaby, developing music composition skills with 4-5 year olds.  Whilst new member to the team, Sasha, is co-ordinating the SW regional project Tide and Time working closely with partners in Devon, Dorset and Cornwall – newsletter available.

Villages in Action - Devon
Roger Werner

Highlights: StopGap with their fantastic dance performance; Theatre of Newfoundland – “Tempting Providence”. Exciting projects: “Raise the Roof” an experimental participation project where a team of three artists works with a community to create a performance/exhibition/event that involves as many local people as possible. Running five such projects with different teams of artists over a period of 6 months is particularly interesting. Our future plans are focused on hanging onto our local authority funding…!
