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New Directions…The NRTF Showcase 2012 at Warwick Arts Centre 15-16 June 

In June 2012 the NRTF (National Rural Touring Forum) will launch the first of a brand new bi-annual showcase festival curated by China Plate and hosted at Warwick Arts Centre. 
Ed Collier and Paul Warwick at China Plate have been engaged to curate a programme of work over 2 days showcasing a range of entertaining, surprising and stimulating performance made for the curious and characterised by a spirit of adventure.
The NRTF rural touring schemes work with professional companies, artists and performers to bring high quality arts events to rural and other communities. The NRTF Showcase 2012 programme is presented with a view to expanding the opportunities open to the schemes and their audiences by showcasing a range of work new to the NRTF.

Ralph Lister from the NRTF says: 
Rural touring is a dynamic sector and the National Rural Touring Forum is committed to building on its success. The 2012 Showcase provides a focal point for producers and presenters to discuss key issues as well as profiling new and interesting work. 
China Plate have been briefed to seek out bold and exciting work from a diverse range of artists practising across the genres of theatre, dance, music and live art who are new to the rural touring schemes and keen to engage with a unique audience of some 300,000 people a year.

Paul Warwick at China Plate says:
We are thrilled to be working with the NRTF on their inaugural 2012 showcase festival. This is a fantastic opportunity to introduce a wide range of artists to rural audiences for the very first time and for companies already known to the network to push their work in an exciting new direction.

The festival programme will include a mix of work presented as pitch, in excerpt or in full and will actively seek to engage with artists new to rural touring. The NRTF Showcase 2012 is part of a raft of initiatives honouring the NRTF’s core aims of delivering high quality arts experiences and contributing to the social life of rural communities.
The full programme for the festival will be announced in spring 2012.
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Ends: 

Date of release: 1st November 2011
For more information or interview requests please contact Alice Porter: Telephone 01904 466527 - Mobile 07901 812306 – Email: admin@nrtf.org.uk
Notes to editors
The NRTF

The National Rural Touring Forum represents a number of mainly rural touring schemes and rural arts development agencies, principally across England, that aim to help local people to promote high quality arts events and experiences in rural and other community venues.

The organisation became formally constituted in 1997 and is a registered charity as well as a company limited by guarantee.  NRTF became an Arts Council England Regularly Funded Organisation in 2004. 

The NRTF currently comprises of about 37 full touring scheme members and 13 associate members.
http://www.nrtf.org.uk
China Plate

China Plate is a partnership between Producer Ed Collier and Director Paul Warwick delivering innovative artistic development opportunities, acting as a conduit for collaboration and encouraging leaps into unknown creative territory. Through projects like The Darkroom, The Optimists and the First Bite and Bite Size Festivals they have designed a range of bespoke opportunities for theatre artists at every stage of their careers.

China Plate joined Warwick Arts Centre in July 2010 as Associate Producers programming and delivering seasons of vibrant, engaging, contemporary theatre for Warwick Arts Centre.
http://www.chinaplatetheatre.com
Warwick Arts Centre
Based in Coventry in the West Midlands and sitting on the campus of the University of Warwick, Warwick Arts Centre is one of the most significant presenters and co-producers of contemporary performing and visual arts in the UK with a programme including theatre, classical music, live art, dance, music, literature, comedy, family events and visual art.  Warwick Arts Centre’s work is avowedly contemporary and international in scope and dimension.  

http://www.warwickartscentre.co.uk
