
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
National Rural Touring Forum’s [NRTF] 
International Village of Culture [IVOC] 

Conference and Showcase 
 

St Aidan’s College, Durham City 
Tuesday 31st March to Friday 3rd April 2009 

 
 

SCHEDULE 

Event Organiser:  Mary Tabbron 0800 977 6027 

 

TUESDAY 31st MARCH 2009 
 

Theme of the Day :  Welcome & profile of the Conference & Showcase 
 
  

From midday  REGISTRATION                                                                                     Foyer of St 

Aidan’s 

College 
 

2.00pm to 
2.30pm 

1.1 WELCOME & PROFILE OF THE CONFERENCE                                         
Introductions to key IVOC and NRTF personnel. We will explain about the 
documentation and evaluation which will be going on throughout the 4 
days. 
Phyllida Shaw (Conference Chair) 
John Laidlaw (NRTF Chair) 
Cinzia Hardy, (External Evaluator)  
 

Junior 

Common 
Room   
Chair: Phyllida 
Shaw 
 

2.30pm to 
3.00pm 

1.2 OPENING SESSION                                                                                         
Representatives from our key partner organisations will set the scene and 
explore  aspirations and expectations. 
Stella Hall (culture10) 
Mark Robinson (Arts Council England, North East) 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior 

Common 
Room 

Chair: Phyllida 
Shaw 
 
 

PTO 

 

 



TUESDAY 31st March  2009  (continued) 

 
3.10pm to 
3.55pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3  
 
 
1.4 

 
INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE COMMISSIONS [ICC] EXTRACTS          
Two UK companies have been working with an International company of 
their choosing to produce a collaborative piece of work suitable for touring 
to small scale venues in 2011. This is a chance to see work in progress from 
these pieces.    
Grand Theatre of Lemmings/ My Giddy Aunt /Tim Fleming (UK) working with 
Heather Joyce & Alexis Girrard (France).   Physical theatre, comedy, music & 
animation. 
Dodgy Clutch (UK) with the African Indigenous Music and Dance Orchestra 
from the Eastern Cape (South Africa).  Drama, storytelling, music, song and 
dance  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group A 

Lindisfarne 

Centre                                                                                             

and  

Group B 

Shincliffe 

Room 

 
3.55pm   BREAK                                                                                                                                     

 

Dining Hall 

 

 
4.20pm to 
5.05pm 

1.5 
 
 
 
1.6 
 

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE COMMISSIONS [ICC] EXTRACTS        
Delegates swap over and see the other ICC extract                                 

Group B 

Lindisfarne 

Centre                                                                                             

and  

Group A 

Shincliffe 

Room 

 
5.15pm to 
6.00pm 

1.7 THE INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE PROCESS                                          
The ICC Coordinator, along with the artists and companies, will lead a 
discussion to explore how the collaboration process is working for the two 
international partnerships. 
Sue Robinson (ICC Coordinator) and ICC  companies  
 

Lindisfarne 

Centre 

Chair: Stella 
Hall  

6.30pm to 
7.30pm 

1.8 
 
 

PRE-DINNER  RECEPTION                                                                         
Arts Council of England, North East, with live entertainment  from Surface 
Area dance company  
 

Junior 

Common 
Room   
 

7.30pm  DINNER     
                                                                                                                              
BAR OPEN 7 TO MIDNIGHT AT ST AIDAN’S 
 

Dining Hall 

9.00pm  LIVE MUSIC & DANCING                                                                                                     
Orkestra del Sol   
“Their riotous shows are packed with hot brass-driven melodies, 100-mile-an-

hour polkas, driving percussion and roguish charm. Theyôll put you in a good 
mood for a week.ò 
 
 
 

Dining Hall 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



WEDNESDAY 1st  APRIL  2009 
 

Theme of the Day:  Content and Context 
 

From 8.30am   REGISTRATION                                                                       Foyer of St 

Aidan’s 

College 
 

9.15am to 
9.30am 

2.1 WELCOME TO DAY 2                                                                                     
Phyllida Shaw  (Conference Chair) 
 

Junior 

Common 
Room   
 

9.30am to 
10.30am 

2.2 MAKING WORK                                                                                               
How can rural touring reflect and act on common issues faced by rural 
communities internationally.  Issues such as climate change, changing rural 
communities and identity, migration and refugees, religious conflict and 
economic upheaval.  
Tony Fegan (Director of Tallaght Community Arts, Dublin)  
 John E McGrath (Artistic Director of the National Theatre of Wales) 
 

Junior 

Common 
Room   
Chair: Phyllida 
Shaw  

10.30am  BREAK                                                                                                                                     
  

Dining Hall 

11.00am to 
12.15pm 

 
 
 
2.3 
 
 
 
 
 
2.4  
 
 
 
 
2.5 
 

BREAK OUT SESSIONS         

Numbers for each session are limited.  Please sign up in Reception 
area before 9.30am on Wed 1st  
 

 
        
 
        
         
           An opportunity to respond to the issues presented by Tony Fegan  
           & John McGrath and to relate them to your own working practices. 

 

 

Junior 

Common 
Room 
Facilitator: 
Nicky Stainton 
 
Bailey Room 

Facilitator: 
Ralph Lister 
 
Shincliffe 

Room 

Facilitator: 
David Porter 
 

 
12.15pm 
 

  
FREE TIME 
 

 

12.30pm  LUNCH                                                                                                                                    
      

Dining Hall 

1.30pm   ASSEMBLE FOR COACHES  Outside 

entrance of 

St Aidan’s 

College 
1.45pm  GROUP A TRAVELS BY COACH TO BARNARD CASTLE 

GROUP B TRAVELS BY COACH TO MICKLETON 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PTO 



WEDNESDAY  1st  APRIL  2009  (continued) 

 
3.00pm  to 
5.20pm 

 
2.6 

 
GROUP A SEES THE SHOWCASE PERFORMANCES           
SCANDINAVIAN DOUBLE BILL 
Performances plus film,  followed by an informal chat with the companies. 
Frikar Dance (Norway) “Linking new technology & human movement ..... 
panoramas of sound surrounded by dance movements.  Bringing ‘Laus’ 
acrobatic dance into the contemporary and cutting edge” 
Harald Haugaard Trio (Denmark) “A delicate blend of traditional Danish 
dance tunes and Haugaard’s beautiful compositions with rash 
improvisationsέ 
 
 
 

 

Group A  

The Witham 

Hall, 

Barnard 

Castle  
 

3.00pm  to 
5.20pm 

2.7 GROUP B SEES THE SHOWCASE PERFORMANCE                                     
Performance followed by an informal chat with the company 
Ro:Toro (Estonia) “Traditional Estonian melodies with female pipers, an 
improvising saxophonist and a mad percussionist who plays plastic bowls in 
a waterbed!” 
 

Group B 

Mickleton 

Village Hall 

Approx 
5.40pm 

 GROUP A TRAVELS BY COACH TO MICKLETON 
GROUP B TRAVELS BY COACH TO BARNARD CASTLE 
 
 

 

Approx 
6.10pm 
 

 DINNER AT THE SECOND VENUE 
 

 

7.30pm to 
9.20pm 

2.8 GROUP A SEES THE SHOWCASE PERFORMANCE                                    
Ro:Toro (Estonia) as per  2.7 (above)  
 

Group A  

Mickleton 

Village Hall 

 

 

7.30pm to 
9.20pm 

2.9 GROUP B SEES THE SHOWCASE PERFORMANCES 
Frikar Dance (Norway) and Harald Haugaard Trio (Denmark) as per 2.6 
(above)  
 

Group B 

The Witham 

Hall, 

Barnard 

Castle 
 
PLEASE 
NOTE 

  
Everyone sees all the showcase performances on offer on this day 
 
 

 

9.30pm   GROUPS A & B TRAVEL BY COACH BACK TO ST AIDAN’S, DURHAM CITY 
  
 

 

10.30pm  BAR OPEN TO MIDNIGHT AT ST AIDAN’S, DURHAM CITY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



THURSDAY 2nd  APRIL  2009 
 

Theme of the Day:  Developing the International Network 
 

From 
8.30am 

 REGISTRATION                                                                                   Foyer of St 

Aidan’s 

College 
 

9.am to 
9.30am 

3.1 WELCOME TO DAY  3                                                                                        
Phyllida Shaw  (Conference Chair) 
 

Lindisfarne 

Centre 

9.30am to 
10.30am  

3.2 THE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL CIRCUIT                                                      
 Where can you go to find suitable international work?  How do you decide 
if it will work for UK rural touring?  
There will be presentations from personnel involved with Festivals or 
Showcases in other countries.  UK Rural Touring Scheme managers who 
have travelled to these Festivals or Showcase events as delegates, will talk 
about their experiences.   
Jorg-Rudiger Geschke (Folk Baltica and a number of other European 
Festivals)  
Kevin Korchinski (Canadian Presenter Networks & Organisation of 
Saskatchewan Arts Councils)                                                                                                                                                  
UK Rural Touring Scheme managers  

Lindisfarne 

Centre 

Chair: Stella 
Hall 

10.30am  
 

BREAK                                                                                                                                  
 

Dining Hall 

11.00am 
to 
12.15pm  

3.3 MAKING INTERNATIONAL WORK A REALITY                                               
Once you’ve found a suitable company, how do you arrange a tour for your 
rural touring scheme or your consortium in the UK?   
We’ll ask our IVOC Showcase artists to talk about their current experience 
touring in the North of England.   
The IVOC Showcase Programmer will talk about potential future touring 
opportunities for the IVOC Showcase companies.  
Gail Ferrin (IVOC Showcase Programmer)  
Members of the Northern Consortium of Rural Touring Schemes 
 

Lindisfarne 

Centre 

Chair: Peter 
Gregory 

12.30pm  LUNCH                                                                                                                                 
 

Dining Hall 

2.00pm 
to 
3.00pm 

3.4 OPTION 1       
Please sign up in Reception  area before 10 .30am on Thurs 2nd                                                                                                 
OTHER MODELS OF PERFORMING IN A RURAL CONTEXT                 
In Sweden, Riksteatern operates at national, regional and local levels.   
They’ve been going since 1938, so have a wealth of knowledge.     
Kevin Korchinski will describe the long distance realities of touring in rural 
Canada. 
Find out from PeerGrouP about building site specific performance venues 
in rural Holland.   
Helena Åsberg, Head of Production;  Stefan Karsberg, Head of Small Scale 

Touring; Lief Persson, Regional Co-ordinator and Malin Eidin, a volunteer 
promoter (Riksteatern, Sweden) 
Kevin Korchinski  (Organisation of Saskatchewan Arts Councils, Canada)    
Sjoerd Wagenaar (PeerGrouP, Holland ) 
 
 
 

 

Junior 

Common 

Room 
Chair: Nicky 
Stainton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTO 



THURSDAY 2nd  APRIL  2009  (continued) 
 
2.00pm 
to 
3.00pm 

 
3.5 

 
OPTION 2     
Please sign up in Reception  area before 10 .30am on Thurs 2nd                                                                                                 
SUSTAINABILITY 
How sustainable is your event? 
How sustainable is your community?  Discover more about Transition Towns 
Fiona Pelham (Organise This Ltd) 
Lucy Neal (Transition Town Tooting) 
 

 

 

Shincliffe 

Room 

Chair: John 
Laidlaw 
 
 

3.00pm   BREAK                                                                                                                                 
  

Dining Hall 

3.30pm 
to 
4.30pm  

3.6 OPTION 1  
Please sign up in Reception area before 10.30am on Thurs 2nd  
INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES                                                                                   
How can Rural Touring Schemes work with other UK agencies to find 
International Artist and companies? 
Yvette Vaughan-Jones (Visiting Arts)  
Lucy Neal (Independent Arts Producer) 
 

 

Shincliffe 

Room 

Chair: Cinzia 
Hardy 
 

3.30pm 
to 
4.30pm 

3.7 OPTION 2 
Please sign up in Reception  area before 10 .30am on Thurs 2nd   
THE WORLD WIDE NETWORK                                                         
 The benefits of engagement with international networks  
Alison Andrews (Arts Council England, Yorkshire and the international network 
for contemporary performing arts [ietm])  
Jon Morgan (Federation of Scottish Theatre [FST]) 
 

 

Junior 

Common 

Room 
Chair: Bettina 
Reisser 
 

5pm   EARLY DINNER FOR THOSE GOING TO SHOWCASE PERFORMANCES                    
 

Dining Hall 

5.00pm 
to 
7.00pm 

3.8 OPTION 1  
Please sign up in Reception  area before 12.30pm on Wed 1st  
A GUIDED CITY WALK AROUND THE ANCIENT CATHEDRAL CITY OF DURHAM  
 

Assemble in 

Reception 

area of St 

Aidan’s 

College 
 

5.45pm  3.9 OPTION 2 
Please sign up in Reception  area before 12.30pm on Wed 1st  
MINIBUS A FOR THOSE TRAVELLING TO ST JOHN’S CHAPEL, WEARDALE  
Showcase performance with Dautenis (Poland)      7.30pm start 
“Traditional Baltic Sounds from North East Poland” 
 

Leave from 

outside 
Reception at 

St Aidan’s 

College  

6.15pm  3.10  OPTION 3 
Please sign up in Reception  area before 12.30pm on Wed 1st  
MINIBUS B FOR THOSE TRAVELLING TO HAMSTERLEY, TEESDALE 
Showcase performance with Akseli Klonk (Finland)      7.30pm start 
“The very best in object theatre, mixed with mime, dance and puppetry” 
 

Leave from 

outside 
Reception at 

St Aidan’s 

College 

7.30pm  DINNER FOR THOSE WHO WENT ON CITY WALK        
BAR OPEN AT ST AIDAN’S  FROM 10pm -MIDNIGHT                                               
 

Dining Hall 

10pm  LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FROM BALTIC CROSSING  
WHEN MINIBUSES RETURN FROM ST JOHN’S CHAPEL AND HAMSTERLEY  
“Young musicians from Finland, Denmark & the UK take you on a journey 
through the Scandinavian and Celtic countries and musical traditions” 

St Aidan’s 

Bar 



FRIDAY 3rd APRIL 2009 
 

Theme of the Day:  And now...?  Where do we go from here? 
  

From 
8.45am 

 REGISTRATION Foyer of St 

Aidan’s  
 

9.15am  4.1 WELCOME TO DAY 4                                                                                         
Phyllida Shaw (Conference Chair) 
 

Lindisfarne 

Centre 

9.30am to 
10.30am  

4.2 OPTION 1  
Please sign up in Reception  area before 9.15 am on Fri 3rd  
CASE STUDIES                                                                                                     
International Case Studies from UK Rural Touring Schemes 
Sue Roberts (Artservice) 
Sian Kerry (Arts Alive)  
Gina Westbrook  (Take Art)  
 

 

Lindisfarne 

Centre 

Chair: Claire 
Smith 

9.30am to 
10.30am 

4.3 OPTION 2 
Please sign up in Reception  area before 9.15 am on Fri 3rd  
PRACTICALITIES                                                                                           
Visas, work permits, risk assessments, and so on.  It needn’t be a 
headache.   
Chris Wade (Adastra Agency)  
Frank Wilson (Stockton International Festival) 
 

 

Junior 

Common 

Room 

Chair: Gill 
Vickers 
 

10.30am 
 

 BREAK                                                                                                                                  
 

Dining Hall 

11am to 
midday 

4.4 HOT TOPICS                                                       
This is your chance to air your views.   
The themes will be flagged up by delegates over the course of the 
conference.   
The round table discussions will be facilitated by delegates and NRTF Board 
members 
  

 Junior 

Common 

Room & 

Bailey Room 

Facilitators: 
Ralph Lister; 
Dawn Badland; 
Sue Roberts; & 
Nicholas 
Keyworth  

 
Midday to 
12.30pm 

4.5 WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?                                                          
International Village of Culture is only the start.  The NRTF has a long 
term commitment to International work and Internationalism.  It is a 
strategic organisation representing its national membership.   Delegates 
will determine the subject matter for this session. 
Phyllida Shaw (Conference Chair) 
John Laidlaw (NRTF Chair)  
Alison Andrews (Arts Council of England, Yorkshire) 
Cinzia Hardy (External Evaluator)  
 

Junior 

Common 

Room 
Chair: Phyllida 
Shaw 

12.30pm 
to 
1.00pm 

4.6 GLAD I CAUGHT YOU!                                                                                
Please sign up during the conference to be allo cated a time to chat 
with the visiting artists.  
Delegates, artists and companies 

 Junior 

Common 

Room 

 
 

PTO 



FRIDAY 3rd APRIL 2009 (continued) 

 
1pm  

  
DELEGATES LEAVE 
A packed lunch will be available to pick up after breakfast; or you can 
have a servery lunch. 
Please sign up in the Reception area  for packed lunch or server y 
lunch  before 12.30pm on Thursday 2nd  
 

 

2.30pm  OPTIONAL EXTRA 
Please sign up in Reception  area before 5pm  on Thurs 2nd   
 
A GUIDED CITY WALK AROUND THE ANCIENT CATHEDRAL CITY OF 
DURHAM 
 

Assemble in 

Reception 

area of St 

Aidan’s 

College 

THE IVOC  SHOWCASE FESTIVAL   
 

THE IVOC  SHOWCASE FESTIVAL  continues in villages in the south of County Durham for 
another two nights (the nights of Friday 3rd April and Saturday 4th April) 
 
Delegates may or may not wish to stay on.  You will be required to pay for your own accommodation and travel to 
get to these performances.   The event organisers will gladly give advice on where to stay and travel options.  
 
Friday 3rd Apr 
7.30pm 

 Ro:Toro (Estonia)  
5р ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǳǊƘŀƳ /ƛǘȅ 
 

Bowes Village 

Hall 

(Teesdale) 

 
  Dautenis (Poland)  

рр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǳǊƘŀƳ /ƛǘȅ 
 

Frosterley 

Village Hall 

(Weardale) 

 
  Akseli Klonk (Finland))  

рр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǳǊƘŀƳ /ƛǘȅ 
 

Whorlton 

Village Hall 

(Teesdale) 
 

Sat 4th Apr 
7.30pm 

 Scandinavian Double Bill  
Frikar Dance(Norway) and Harald Haugaard Trio (Denmark)  
рл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǳǊƘŀƳ /ƛǘȅ 
 

The Witham 

Hall, Barnard 

Castle 

(Teesdale) 

 
  Dautenis (Poland)  

м ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǳǊƘŀƳ /ƛǘȅ 
 

Cotherstone 

Village Hall 

(Teesdale) 

 
    

Whilst we have made every effort to ensure that details are correct at the time of writing, the organisers 

reserve the right to alter programming and sessions 

 

  

 
 
 International Village of Culture forms part of North Easǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ нллф ǿƻǊƭŘ-class festivals and events programme, managed by culture10 

    
 


